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Conrteous Reader , 


[ntend here briefly to declare, for the 
better underſtanding hereof , what was the 
WZY occaſion that moved me to make this ſmall 
W ork, and afterward to publiſh it for the 
common ſervice of thoſe that take delight 
J therein. Having Exercis'd this Att of 
Ss Architeture for divers years in ſundry pla- 
ces, I have been alwaies pleaſed to ſee the 
Opinions of as many W riters as I had, 
concerning this praQice of the Ornaments, and by comparing them 
both among themſelves, and with the Works of the Ancients, which 


are ſeen yet in being , to draw from thence ſome Rule, on which I 
might relie with ſuch ſecuriry, as might pleaſe, if not all, yet ar leaſt 
the greater parr of them that are capable ro judge of this Art, and 


that only to ſerve my own uſe, without any other end. Therefore 
laying afide many things of thoſe Writers , from whence ariſeth no 
ſmall difference, to the end to reſt more ſecure, I propoſed to my ſelf 
the ancient Ornaments of the five Orders which are ſeen among the 
Antiquities of Rome ; and conſidering all together , and examining 
them by diligent Meaſures , Ihave found that thoſe which ſeem molt 
beautiful to common judgment , and which repreſent themſelves 
with moſt grace before our Eyes, thoſe I ſay have a certain cor- 
reſpondence and proportion of Numbers among themſelves not 
intricate, ſeeing that each of the lefler Members meaſure the greater, 
punQually diſtributing them into ſo many parts. From whence 
conſidering more nearly , that all our Senſes are pleaſed in this Pro- 
portion, and diſpleaſing things are different from it , as the Muſecians 
do-molt ſenſibly demonſtrate in their Science; I have taken Pains 
theſe many years to reduce the ſaid five Orders of ArchiteFure under 
one brief Rule, eaſe, and which might readilybe put in practice ; and 
the manner which I have obſerved in it is thus, Deſiring to bring to 
this Rule the Dorichk Order, for an Example I have found the 
Theatre of Marcel/zs to be the moſt commended among all others, 
according to the judgment of every one, and therefore alſo I have 
AJ taken 
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To the Reader. 


taken it for the Foundation of the Rule of the ſaid Order ; of - 


which having determined the principal parts; if afterward certain of 
the leſſer Members have not ſo exactly anſwered to the proportion 


of Numbers (a thing which often happens by the work of the Tools, - 


or other accident, which may often be in theſe ſmall things) that I 
have fitted to my Rule, not differing in any thing of importance, 
but accompanying rather that ſmall licence with the authority 
of other Dorick Orders, which alſo are eſteemed beautiful; from 
whence I have taken the other ſmaller parts, alwaies when it was 
neceſlary to ſupply it. Not as Zenux#s did of the Virgins among 
the Crotoniacks, but as my judgment hath led me. I have made 
this EleQion of all the Orders, taking them purely altogether from 
the Ancients, and not mixing any thing of my own , except it be 
the diſtribution of Proportion, founded' on ſimple Numbers , not 
having regard either tothe Braces, Feet, or Palmes of any Place, 
but only to one Arbitrary Meaſure, called A Module, divided into 
ſo many parts as from Order to Order may be ten in its proper 
place. And by this means I have fo facilitated this part of Archi- 
tefure (otherwiſe difficult) that any mean underſtanding , if he 


have but only ſome taſte of the Art, may comprehend the whoke 
at one view; and eafily uſe the ſame , withour raking much:pains 


inreading. Yet had I no intent to publiſh this Work, if it had 
not been for the intreatie of many of my Friends which defired it ; 
and much more by the Liberality of my perpetual, moſt Illuſtrious, 
and moſt Reverend Lord, Cardinal Farneſe ; which, beſides that 
] have received ſuch courteſtes from his Honourable Houſe , which 
hath given me favour to make this diligence , hath alſo given me 
the mean to be able to ſarisfie my Friends in this particular, and 
to give you ſuddenly other greater things on this Subje&, if this 
Part beſo accepted of you as | hope it will b.. And ſeeing that in 
this place 1tis not my defign to anſwer ObjeRions , which I know 
will be propounded by ſome, that being not my intention ; ſo leaving 
the charge to the W orkit ſelf, which being acceptable to the Judi- 
ctous, will cauſe them to anſwer for me againſt the ObjeRtions of 
others: I ſay only, That if any one ſhall judge this W ork to be 
vain , maintaining that there can no firm Rule be given , becauſe 
that according to the opinion of all, and namely of Vitruvix«, there 
muſt oftentimes be added and ſubſtracted to the proportions of rhe 
Members of the Ornaments , tothe intent to ſupply by Art in thoſe 
places , where our ſight may be deceived by any accident. To that 
I anſwer , Thar it is wholly neceſſary in that caſe to know how we 


would 
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To the Reader. 


would have them repreſented to our Eyes which ſhall be al- 
ways a firm Rule, which in another place I have .-propoun- 
ded to be obſerved, ſceing that we proceed therein by cer- 
tain curious Rules of Perſpective. The Practice whereof (lo 
much as is neceſſary to this Art, and to Painting both roge- 
ther) I hope to give you ſuddenly, in ſuch manner as I am 
aſtured will be deleCtable to you. 

My intention, as I have faid,was none other than to be un- 
deritood by thoſe only,which havealready ſome taſte of the 
Foundation of the Art : And therefore T had not addcd the 
Name to any particular Member of che Five Orders, preſup- 
poling themto be already known. Burt finding afterwards, by 
Experience, that the Work was very acceptable to divers 
Perſons of Quality, moved by the Delire they had to be able 
to underſtand with little Labour,the Entire of this Art concer- 
ning the Ornaments, _and that they defirced no other thing 
than the particular Names,I was willing to add them accor- 
ding as they are ordinarily called at Rome, and in ſuch order 
as you may (cc, only advertiſing that the Members which 
arc common to divers Orders, after they have been only 
once named in the firſt Order, there is no mention made of 


them in the other Orders. 
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To the Reader. 


Gentle Reader, 


he ſets down one general Rule for the Principal Numbers of all the 
Five Orders ; which Rule our Author found from the Obſervation 
which he made of the Antiquities of Rome. The Author being per- 
ſpicuons of himſelf, we have endeavoured to render him in hts own 
Senſe, only adding here and there a word upon occaſion, to explain his 
meaning more fully. If this find acceptance, expet in a ſhort time 


the Rules of prattical PerſpeFive of the ſame Author, From him, 


who ts 


A Lover of all Ingenious Artiſts, 


JOHN LEEKE. 
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Finding ne Tm one amonge the antiquities | * Rome, from whence f okt how formed 2 
ard have found in the other foure orders; the mn £7 "hn & Conpurie, have taken the 


lauthoritte of Vituvius in his fourth booke '& ſeventh Chapter, where he Saves, that the Tiucan| 


Columne ought to be in height with the bave and Capital Seven timer his owne diamater or thickne/ 


Ib: the nt of the ornaments namely the Architrave Fries and Cornice, it is Conwenient to olverve the rule. | 
hohich # have found in. the other orders, that iv, that the ArchitraveFrive and Comice maybe the fourth | 
[parte of the height of the Columne, which is 14 modules with the Bare, and Capital, as ir. Jeee Jet | 
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b: thence the module must be formed, Then the breadth .mugt be | 
Jdended ro ar betwrene the Pilartns there may be 7 modi| | 
 ]and that the Pilarterr may have 3 malay, Foro the _ | © 
| VUrradth is divided with the height £- :*. to the proportia| * . 
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